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1 _— Sermon. 
2 Ble ed be 105 Ge * * of our 
3 Lord Jeſus Chrift, which accurding 
| to bis abundant Meriy, hath Be- 
- gotten us again unto 4 lively Hope, 
by the Neſurrection of F Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead, To an Inheritance 
incorruptible, aud undefiled, and 
6 that fadeth not an, reſerved in = 
5 Heaver for you, T e. TY q 
5 {HE Kin dom of Chriſtin 
75 the World, as to its Foun- 
5 | dation, and Adminiſtra- 
4 er Oe ſterĩous 
oF like" thi the Ciond ech Interpood 
- between | the ä and the 


Egypti: 
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Egyptians, it has a dark a brigh- 
ter Side. A 0 -a ty 

of Wonders | is 9 in = Faith, 
the Duties, the Benefits thereof? 
As alſo in the Diſpenſations of 
Providence, towards its. various 
Parts and Members, in 'the-ſuc- 
ceſſive Ages of the World. 


LET the Caroal Eye view this 
ſtupendious and amazing Work 
of God, it Cenſures the whole 
Compoſure as Weak and Abſurd; 
whereas, the Believer beholds the 
glorious Diſplays. of the Power 
of God, and the Wiſdom of 
God: therein. How. Chriſt ſhould 
aſcend from the Croſs to the 
Throne, Tay the Foundation of 


Life Eternal in his own Death, 


and convey the Bleſſing when He 
Himſelf became a Curſe; this 

the Natural Man cannot concei ves 
And; 115 for the State of his My- 


at. Body on Earth, Senſe re- 
preſents jt _ Defect, either of 


Care s it: Power 7 chat bis. Mem 
Ne ** % bers 


' 
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bers ſhould be expos d to ſuch 
Tribulations and Diſtreſſes, that 
He, who repreſents Himſelf ſo 
ſtudious of the Enlargement of 
his Kingdom, and his Peoples 
Salvation, ſhould not remove thoſe 
mighty Diſcouragements which a. 
riſe from the Oppoſition aud Per- 
ſecution of the World: That true 
Diſcipleſhip: ſhould be attended 
with ſuch manifold- Difficulties; 
and that Grace which is ſo boun- 
tiſul in its Rewards in the Fu- 
ture State, ſhould ſeem to diſte- 
gard the Sufferings of the Saints 
in this preſent Life: That the 
Heirs: of Heaven ſhould here 
wander up and down, Deſtitute; 
Afflicted, Tormented. In a word, 
hat the Intereſt of Chriſt ſnould 
appear Defenceleſs | againſt; the 
l Rage 0 Satan, and the Sons of 
Violence, this is, the dark de 
of; the Cloud, through which, 
without the Light of the Word, 
and the Aſſiſtance of Faith, we 
A mould 


A Funeral Sermon. 
ſnould never be able to look On- 
ward to the ſucceeding: Doe 

AN D therefore the Apoſtle Pe- 
ry to Arm and fortify thoſt 
Chriſtian Convert to whom he 
writes, Firſt unfolds and explains 
this great Myſtery, ſnewing them 
that their preſent Privileges and 
nts, as well as their glo- 
rious Proſpects, do infinitely e. 
ceed all the Sufferings for Chriſt, 
wich they might now endure: 
Though Strangerz here, yet they 
were the Choſenof God; and Heirs 
of a Royal. Inheritance: Though 
ſcatter d in this World, yet ga. 
rher d under lorions' Head: 
Though accounted: as the Vikh 
and C Grof of“ all: chings, 

yer the Sanctifyd of God: Tho 

re exposd to the Malice and 
of» the Wicked, yet they 
were inte teſſed in the mukiplyd 
Bieflinngs: of © Grace and Peace, | 
through Jeſus Ohriſt. 41s 
uno , AND 
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AND by this means He in- 
courages them to look off from 
their preſent Sufferings, to thoſe 
Spiritual and Eternal Benefits, which 
they had now received in Part, 
and ſhould be perfected in a State 
of endleſs Salvation. Since all 
the Bleſſed Perſons in the Trini. 
ty were concerned effectually to 
carry on this great Deſign. Ver. 
2. The Father Elects, the Son 
redeems by his Blood, the Spirit 
ſanckifies by his Grace, to make 
Way for the Glory the King- 

dan. And ther in a very 
rapturous way, He breaths forth 
Himſelf in Praiſing and Bleſſing 
God for thoſe Benefits which he had 
conferrd upon them, out of the 
unſearchable Riches of his Grace, 
in their Regeneration, Adoption, 
Preſervation, effectual Confolatis 
on, and the Increaſe of their 
Faith and Graces, under all their 
afflictive Tryals, which were evi- 
dent Tokens of < an e 


A Funeral Sermon. 
Glory, in the Day of the Reve- 
lation of Jeſus Chriſt. 


TIS by. the Direction of our 
Worthy Friend and Brother, 
(whole: Remains are now before 
us) that 1 Diſcourſe on this great 
Subject; who has often declar'd 
the ſingalar Support he hence 
receiv'd, for the Aſſiſtance of his 
Faith and Hope, and that it has 
been a Fountain of Conſolation 
to him, under all his Infirmities 
and afflidive Preſſures. And in- 
deed, we may compare the words 
to a Vineyard, abounding with 
all manner of precious Fruits, ſo 
that the great Variety renders 
it more Difficult what to fix on 
for a preſent Entertainment: How- 
ever, we will at our Entrance, 
take as large and comprehenſive 
a View of them as we may, for 
dur greater _ ener 
ang. "ONE u 29055 
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THE Language of - the Text is 


which we may obſerve, 


FI R S T, The Benediction it 
ſelf. © 


SECONDLY The Enume⸗ 
ration of ſeveral Benefits, which 


are the Occaſion of this Thank. 


giving and Praiſe.- 


F IR ST As to the Benedict: 


on, it 1s directed towards, 
terminated on God, under "ehis 
particular Character, as He „ the 


| God and Father of our Lord "Feſus 


Chriſt, 


=» O BFECT. But + wot the 155 
Bleſſed of the Better ? How then 
can God, who is the Fountain 


of all Bleſſings himſelf, be > 


Objett of our 0 ce ilk 


B 2 JN 


Euchariſtical and Benedictory, in 


Heb. 7. 7. 


A. Funeral Sermon. 


 ANSW. We muſt diſtinguiſh 
between that Bleſſing, which con- 


_ in the imparting or beſtow- 
g ſome Grace or Benefit, ſo 


God is not the Odject of Bleſ- 
ſing, becauſe He cannot be the 
Receiver of a Benefit : And that 
Bleſſing which is the Acknow- 
ledging of, and Prailing for any 
inherent or communicative Good- 
neſs, ſo God may be Bleſſed by 
us, as He ſhines in the Glory of 
his own Perfections, and moſt 
Graciouſly - imparts his. Bounty. 
And this recommends Him as the 
Object of our nn and 
. 


THE God and Father 4 our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, Some read the 


words Conjunctly, God, even the 


Father of our Load Jeſys Chriſt : 

but I ſee no Reaſon to vary from 
our Tranſlation, which moft apt- 
ly expreſſes the Force of the Ori- 
 ginal; for He is both the God 


and 


—— = 
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and the Father of Chriſt : He is 
his Father, That Natural Rela- 
tion being founded on an Eter- 
nal Generation, and in reſpect of 
all the Offices of His Power, Care, 
and Love towards Him, in all the 
Parts of his Mediation; which | 
is the Senſe of that Place, J will Heb. 1. f. 
be to Him a Father, and he ſhall 
be to me a Son. He is alſo His 
God. My God, my God, why haſt Mat. 27. 46. 
thou "onſaken „ any John 20. 17, 
Father, and your Father, to my God 
and your God. He is his God, as 
Deſign'd and Conſtituted by Him 
to R the Great NE with 
Reſpect to His Unction and A- 
nointing, his Suſtentation and Glo- 
rification of Him; and elſo, as 
our Lord did ultimately direct all | 
the Offices of his Miniſtry to the 
> Fathers Glory, ſo He was His 
God by Dedication * Gove 
yo too. „ e ea | | 


AND 883 Note, wat "Y 
2 "Language of che Ney Teſta- 


ment 


1 
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A Funeral Sermon. 
ment differs from that of the Old- 
In the Prophetick Stile, under the 
Oeconomy of the Old Teſtament, 
in their Forms of Bleſſing God, 
they generally ſpake of Him un- 
der thoſe Characters, The God of 
Abraham, of Iſaac, and of Jacob, 

the God of Hrael, the Lord of Hoſts, 
the God that made Heaven ' and 
Earth. But the Myſtery of Re- 
demption being Reveal'd, in the 
Apoſtolic Language the Phraſe is 
alter'd, The God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. To ſhew, that 
It 1s with Him, and in Him, that 
the New Covenant has its firſt 
Eſtabliſhment, and that He is the 
great Medium, through which Co- 
venant Bleſſings are convey d. 


- SECONDLY, As to the Enu- || 
meration of ſpecial Benefits in the | 
Text ; and here He firſt mentions 
(which is what we are more im- 
mediately concern'd with ) a Live- 
ly Hope of an incorruptible and 
undefiPd Inheritance in the Hea- 
8 | vens 


R 


Mm 11. 
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a Lively Hope as to its Object, it 
being a confident Expectation of 
Eternal Life, and with reſpect to the 


Efficacy this Divine Principle has 


on the Soul, as made uſe of in the 


Hand of the Spirit with ſuch glori- 
ous Succeſs, for the promoting a 
further Sanctification, and increaſe 


of Spiritual Activity and Joy. 


THI 8 lively Hope He farther 
deſcribes. te. ares 


If. WITH reſpect to its Foun- 


tain and Supream Original, which 


is the abundant Mercy of God. 
Abundant, as infinitely Extenſive 
in it ſelf, and equally Gracious 


in its Communications. 
2h. THE Manner of its being 


wrought in us, and conveyed to 
us, that is, by a gracious Regene- 
ration, a Living Hope, to which 
we are begotten again by the Fa- 
ther of Mercy, if 

ECON. | 2dhy. 


Is 


vens, that fadeth , not away. *Tis 
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4 


; THE aao there- 
of which is the Reſurrection of 
Jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, not 
excluding the Virtue and Efficacy 
of his recon ng Death. 


1. AS it has a cauſal Influence 
on our Regeneration; and 


2. AS tis an undeniable Pledge 
of our being made Partakers of 
the Objects of our Hope, or the 
things hoped for: Since, as in the 
Death of Chriſt, we may behold 
the Procurement, ſo in his Reſur- 
rection, the Pattern and Pledge of 
our Glory. - | 


+; 


I ſhall give e * Scheme of 


my ee Diſcourſe, in theſe 
e what ae rag | 


"9; FIRST, = the nies Mee 
cy of which gives us the 
Hope of Eternal Life, Rs His 


Me Son. 
i SECOND- 


W S ak 


. AA 
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* 
w. 


CE CONDER That none can 
be made Partakers of this Lively 


Hope, but thoſe who are ing arm” 


again. | 


THIR DI * That this ; Lively 
Hope wil! enable a Believer pati- 
ently to bear all the Afflictions of 
this Life, and joyfully proceed to 
the Heavenly Inheritance. 


- FIRST, 'Tistheabundant ug 
cy of God which gives us the 
Hope of Eternal Lite through His 
Son. Mercy exalting it ſelf, Mer- 
cy magnifying it ſelf over all 
things, ſhining with a peculiar 
Luſtre among all the Perfections 
of the Godhead ; which will ap- 
pear if we conſider, 


THE removal of thoſe Obſtru- 
cons ' which lay in the way: 
What ist that cuts off the Hope 
of a guilty Creature? The Law is 
moſt: abſolute and peremptory in 


AI | ag the 


17 


18 


A Funeral Sermon. 
the Denunciation of the Curſe, 
Juſtice in it ſelf inflexible, and 
moſt rigorous in the demands of 
Vengeance. The firſt Covenant 
knew no Repentance, nor made 
Proviſion for our Reconciliation 
to God. How diſtreſſing was that 
Fear and Horror which drove A- 
poſtate Adam from the Preſence of 
the Lord? When offended Juſtice, 
immutable Truth, and the Maje- 
ſty of the Government of God, 
joyn'd in impleading and con- 
demning a guilty Rebel, and de- 
manding the Execution of a righ- 
teous Sentence, when all theſe 
conſpire to give the deſpairing 
Creature the moſt amazing Pro- 


ſpects of infinite and e 
Wrath. n 5117. le. 


NOW for —— to - intexpoſe 


and withdraw this diſmal Scene, 
by the Diſcovery of its gracious 
| Purpoſes, and the Exerciſe of its 


mhaite Compaſſions, to ſay to of- 


| fended Juſtice, Thou ſhale be 4. 


2 | tisfy d, 


lief. As, 
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tisfy'd, to injur d Truth thou ſhalt 
be F alfill'd, to the broken Law 


| thou ſhalt be magnify'd, and to 


the periſhing Creature thou ſhalt 
be Reſtor'd, that Life ſhould be 
proclaim'd to a condemn d Male- 
factor; that it ſhould ſay unto us, 


when in our Blood Live; here is ez. 16. 6. 
the Exuberancy of Grace and 4 


banda menden 


11s la ying tuch a Foundatich 2 Arg: 


whereon to build our Hopes, it dots 


not content its ſelf to ſhew ſome 


gracious Inclinations, to.' expreſs 
ſome melting Comp :ſfions towards 


the offending Miſerable Creature, 
but goes on glorifying it ſelf in 


the Proviſion of an w cffectual Ro 


vi | NU 4 tA 
AN: eveaiatiing Rightcouſ- 


neſs to Purchaſe: When Sin had 


-once brought forth Death, 


but a perfect Righteouſneſs, chat 
had an infinite redundancy of Me- 
_ nd * this, and bring 


C 2- | Lat 


1 Pet. 2. 6. a 
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Life and Immortality to Light. 
Now for Mercy to provide and 
work out this Righteouſneſs, for 
Mercy to make it Ours, and in- 
title us to the purchasd Benefits, 
What a Bleſſed Foundation is this? 
That precious Corner Stone, which 
God hath laid in Zion. Behold, 1 
lay in Lion a. chief Corner Stone, 
EleF, Precious, and He that believes 
on Hime ſhall not be Confounded, 


Wbat an amazing Wonder is this ? 


1 which if we add 


. A CE om to con- 
4 and Seal all this. Mercy, when 


exercis d meerly as the Fruit of So- 


verign Pleaſure, without any fur- 


ther Engagement, (hath an aſtoniſh- 


ing Glory ; but when it ratifies it 
| Bf under a Covenant Eſtabliſh- 
-ment, this is that which juſtly in- 
'creaſes. the Wonder. When the 
ilty. Creature obſerves the in- 


-terpaſal of the Oath and Promiſe 
»of God, and all tranſacted in, and 
ng. a n Mediator and 


Surety, 


9 — 9 — 4 


— 
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Surety, who, as He is the Procu- 
rer, ſo is the Guarantee of the 
Peace, the Bond of the new Con- 
federacy between God and Man 
What a Foundation of Hope is 
here laid ? 


Hk abundant Mercy which 


diſplays it ſelf in giving ſuch un- 
deniable Evidence of all this, to 
obviate the Doubts and Fears of a 
guilty Creature. God hath witneſs d 
hereunto, in the ſending His Son as 


the Ambaſſador of his Grace and 


Peace, and in all the Teſtimonies 


which He gave concerning Him, as 
to the Divinity of His Perſon, and 
that He had His Work and Miſſion 
from Himſelf; that He is infinitely 


well. pleasd with Him, that He 


would ſuſtain and uphold Him in 


the effectual compleating the Work 
of ourRedemption : All which 1s 
further confirm'd by the Reſurrecti- 


on of Chriſt from the Dead, ang 


the pouring forth of the Spirit, the 
Appointment of a Goſpel Miniſtry 


22 


2 Prop. 


John 3 3. 


1 Reaſon. 
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to reſide amongſt ns, as inferiour 
Envoys to beſeech us to be recon- 
ciled to God. To which if we 
add the Spirits Sealing Teſtimony 
in the Conſciences of the Faithful, 
what abundant Mercy diſcovers it 
{elf herein? Mercy working freely, 
prevailing over all our Guilt and 
Unworthineſs, Mercy working et- 


fectually, in conferring the unde- 
ſerv'd and forfeited Blefledneſs. 


SECO N DLV. That none can 
be made partakers of this Lively 
Hope, but thoſe who are begotten 
again. Except a Man be Born again 
be cannot fee the Kingdonr of God. 
He'l remain an utter Stranger to the 
Myſteries and Benefits of the King- 
dom, unleſs fromthe Regenerating 
Spirit He receives a Divine Light 


and Image. But more particular- 
5 there are theſe three Reaſons. 


1200 5 
BECAUSE: in an unſanctify d 
State ve have no Relation to God, 


| ww may intitle to his Favour 


and 


TC Xs. #5. 
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on from the Throne. No Won- 
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and Peace; We are fallen from a 


Divine Sonfhip, and are by Nature 


Children of another Father. The 


continuation of the Image depends 


upon the Obſervation of the Cove- 
nant, and this being broken, the 
other alſo is defac'd and loſt, which 
can't be reſtord till the Soul paſs 
under a new Impreſſion of the 


Sanctifying Spirit, and becomes the 


Workmanſhip of God. 


OUR corrupt State fixes us un- 


der this threefold Character; as we 
are Rebels, Aliens, and Accurſed. 


Rebels, and can the Enemies of 


Soveraignty, the Oppoſers of the 
Throne of God, hope to be Sharers 
in the Royal Donatives, which He 
confers on none but His ſpecial Fa- 
vourites? We are Aliens, and can 
we Hope for the Priviledges of a 
Fellow Citizenſhip with the Saints, 
while we area far off? We are Ac- 
curſed; and can expect nothing but 
the Eruption of a fiery Indignati- 


der 


23 
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i der the Apoſtle pronounces ſuch a 
| Epheſ. 2. 12. State to be without Hope. That at 
| that time ye were without Chriſt, be- 
ing Aliens from the Commonwealth 
of Iſrael, and Strangers from the Co- 
venants 0 f Promiſe, having no Hope, 
and without God in the World. © 80 
that till Grace comes to Regenerate 
and Adopt, God inſtead of a Fa- 
ther is an irreconciled Enemy, in- 
ſtead of a gracious Rewarder, is a 
Sin-avenging Judge; And what 
Hope can be entertain d, n in 
ſuch a State? | 


(1708 
14 8 
4 . 


j 2d Reaſon, BECAUSE i in an unſanctify 4 
0 State there are no diſ poßtions otSoul 
to Chooſe, Purſue, and Enjoy the 
Objects of our Hope: We are Mi- 
ſerable by our own Choice, and re- 
Jeck the Offers of reſtoring Grace 
with the greateſtReluctancy. There's 
the Infidelity of the Jem, and the 
Idolatry of the Gentile, and both 
are included under the Enmity of 
the Carnal Mind: So that let Mer- 
0 mike its 1 0 in the moſt 
5 conde- 


— Eo fy: ASS. +4. 
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condeſcending Offers, we are like 
Jeruſalem in its Behaviour towards 
Chriſt, How often would 1 haue ga- 


thered thy Children. together, as a 


Hen [gathereth her Chickens under her 
Wings, and ye would not. 


AND as the Principles of Sin 
and Vanity are moſt prevailing in 
the unſanctified Soul, ſuch alſo is 
the Progreſs and Walk. For they 


25 


Math. 23. 37 


that are after the Fleſh, do mind the 


things of the Fleſb, but they that are 
after the Spirit, the things of the Spi- 


rit. The whole courſe of the un- 


renewed Soul, is a direct oppoſiti- 
on to the Government and King- 
dom of Gd. | 


AND then for the enjoyment 
of the Objects of Hope, there are 
no diſpoſitions in the Carnal Mind. 
The Sight and Taſtes, the Work, 
the Joys, and Fellowſhip of the Hea- 
venly State, are of too Reſin'd, and 
Spiritual a Nature for the Brutiſh 


Heart For how can that Soul de- 


D light 


1 Cor. 2. 14. 


3 Reaſ. 
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light in the Perfection of Union 


with Chriſt, who hath cheriſh'd an 
implacable Hatred againſt Him ? 
How can they delight in Confor- 
mity to Chriſt; who have always 
been acted by the Spirit of Satan, 
and the World? For all Delight a- 


riſes from a ſutable Accommodati- 


on and Proportion between the Ob- 
jet and the Faculty; and as now 
the things of the Spirit of God 
are not receiv'd by the Natural Man, 
for want of a Spiritual diſcerning, 
ſo neitlier can the things of the Hea- 
venly Kingdom be agreeable to his 


Taſte and Reliſh, who has been al- 


ways bent on the purſuit of a Cre- 
ated Good, and the Pleaſures of 
Senſuality: _ 


25 BECAUSE there are no Seeds of 
a Glorious Immortality, which are 


always in this preſent | Life implan- 


tedin thoſe that are Heirs of Salva- 
tion. The Spirit of God here be- 
gins to Form thoſe that ſhall be li- 


ving Temples in the Heavenly Je- 


2 27 EA] ruſalem ʒ 
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ruſale m ʒ when thoſe Sacred Stru- 
Cures are there erected, there will 


not be the noiſe of Axes and Ham- 
mers, but as it was in the Building 
of Solomon's Temple. And the Houſe 
when it was in Building, was built 
of Stone, made ready before it was 
brought thither : ſo that there was nei- 
ther Hammer, nor Axe, nor any Tool 
of. Iran heard in the Houſe, while it 
was Building. The Efficiency of the 
Sanctifying Spirit in implanting the 
Principles of Holineſs, has its Pe- 
riod together with this Mortal Life, 


27 


1 Kings 6. 7. 


and there's no need of ſuppoſing a 


State of ſinleſs Perfection here with 
Some, or the Neceſſity of a Purga- 
tory with Others, for the complea- 
ting any thing which remains to be 
wrought, as a part of the Image of 


God; both theſe Notions being e- 


qually falſe and unſcriptural :. For 


the laſt Work of the Spirit, as San- 


Ctifying, is compleated at the taking 
down; this Body of, Corruption 


when the inbeing of din is deſtroy 'd, 
together; with the Diſſol ation of. the 


'D'F Body, 
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Body; ſo that at Death, the San- 
Aitying Influences of the Spirit are 


cõmpleatly perfected, there remains 
nothing but the Re- quickening of 


the Mortal Body, and the Raiſing 


it up in a State of Immortality, and 
glorious Incorruption, that ſothere 
may be His Eternal Reſidence, and 
In-dwelling in thoſe Temples, 


which here He has Sanctifyd and 


Prepar d for that end. The Holineſs 
of Heaven is but the Perfection of 
that Grace, aud its Happineſs the 
Ftilneſs of that Peace and Joy, the 
Seeds whereof are now Son in 
the Hearts of All that Believe, 
which ſhall certainly ſpring up and 
flouriſh 'in' an Eternal Life, when 
the End of our Faith and Hope ſhall 


be loriouſly attain'd, and their Ob- 


: everlaſtingly and e 

cheld and Enjoy d. ö ih a ug 
NO. there beng no Seeds of 
all this in the unſandify'd Soul, 
there cant be the Harveſt. Thoſe 
tough and unpoliſhy d Stones, which 
Were 


. (D eee 1 


bd 
- 
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were never by the Influence of the 
Word and Spirit hewed into a Con- 
formity to him, who 1s the Foun- 
dation of the Living Temple, and 
gives Life to all that are built upon 
Him, can neer become a Spiritual 


Hour: To whom coming as unto 4 1 pet. 2. 4, 5. 


Living Stone, diſallowed indeed of 
Men, but choſen of of God, and precious. 
ye alſo as lively — are built up 


a Spiritual Houſe, &c. No, their End 
muſt be to be eternally Rejected of 
God; and as They have been Tem- 


ples of Satan and Idols here, fo © 
hereafter They ſhall be Everlaſting- eg; 


ly Tormented together, B 20 
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THIRDLY. That a lively Hope 3 Prop. 


will enable a Believer patiently to 
bear the Afflictions of this Life, and 


joyfully to proceed towards the 


Heaven ly In heritance. 


u bed but 1 — Rees 
of thoſe Eminent Worthies in the 
Heb. 1 1. to learn what powerful Im- 
preſſions ariſe from a Lively Faith 


(0100 and 


Ver. 33, 34. 


U 
+. 
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and Hope. This made Abraham to 
look for a City that had Foundations. 
This made Moſes to eſteem the Re- 
proach of Cbriſt, greater Riches then 
the Treaſures in Egypt. Hence 
they ſubdu'di Kingdoms, wrought 
Righreouſweſe, topp d the Mouths of 
Lions, quenched the Violence of Fire. 

And the Apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of Him- 


ſelf, as — in the Midſt of all 


His Tribulations, did even overflow 
with Spiritual Delight and Joy. 1 
exceeding; Joyful 3 in all. aur Tribu- 
ation. He did ſuperlatively abound 
therewith, NOW e "Reaſons 
may be aflign'd... : 7 


8 1. The Glory of the Objects 


expected, in compariſon of which, 

all the Afflictions of this Life de- 
ſerve not to be mention d. A far 
more exceeding and eternal Meigbt of 
Glory. When the Sons of God ſhall 
e in a compleat Manifeſtation, 
and enjoy the conſummate Bleſſings 
of Adoption: We little know what 
tis to ſee Face to Face, and that 
Ds Glory 


eee . has 
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Glory which ariſes from an imme- 
diate Union, and perfect Aſſimi- 
lation to a glority'd Redeemer. We 
ca'nt conceive the Bleſſedneſs of the 
Heavenly Joy, the Sweetneſs of the 
Heavenly Peace, nor the Triumphs 
of Eternal Victory. We little know 
what Chriſt has prepar'd in the Ha- 


| bitations of Eternity, the Manſions 


of His Fathers Houſe. We can 
have but very ſhort and inadequate 
Notions concerning the Pleaſures 
of the Paradiſe of God, where the 
Tree of- Life, and the Waters of 
Life are, what is that Harmonious 
Conſent of Saints and Angels, in 
Beholding, Enjoying, and Praiſin 

God and the Lamb for ever an 

ever: To have the Records of E- 
ternity unfolded, the Myſteries of 
God's Government explain'd, and 
the various Steps which Grace and 
Providence have taken to gather in 


. the Children of God, in beginning, 


carrying on, and perfecting a Di- 
vine Work on the Soul. In a 
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word, to be above Sin and Sorrow, . 


beyond 
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beyond Temptation and Affliction, 
to put off Infirmity, and be cloth'd 
with Everlaſting Strength, O my 
Brethren ! Could we Fix the Eyes 
of our Faith and Hope more ſted- 
faſtly on all this, how would ſuch 
a Proſpect ſweeten all the Diffcul- 
ties of the way? and encourage us 
to gird up the Loins of our Minds, 
— = Sober, and Hope unto the 
n 1id's! 


W - Re * Ps THE ſweetneſs of the Taſtes 
ö no perceived. Had we only the 
bare Report of a future Glory in 
the Word, were there only the 
Aſſurance thereof in the Promiſe, 
twere a ſufficient Foundation for 
us to build our Faith and Hope on 
the Truth and Faithfulneſs of God, 
yet twould be abundantly more dif- 
ficult to keep the Heart from ſink- 
ing in this ſtormy and tempeſtuons 
World. But this is the Comfort, 
we have not only the Revelation of 
the Spirit, but the Earneſt of the || 
Car. 2 1,22 Spire too. Now He which, * 5 
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in with you, in Chriſt, and hath A. 


nointed us, Is God: who hath alſo 


Sealed us, and given the Earneſt of 
the Spirit in our Hearts. Not only 


the Spirit as an Earneſt, (which may 
be underſtood as taken for His 
perſonal Preſence and Operations, 
which ſeems chiefly to refer to the 
Anointing) but alſo, and eſpeci- 
ally the Sights and Taſtes,- and hea- 
venly Perceptions, which are the 


ner, Sanctifyer, and Comtortt 
And indeed Faith being abundantly 
ſtrengthn'd in its Habits and Exer- 

ciſes, How doth it become the Sub- | 
ſtance of things hoped for, as well as Heb. 11. 2. 
the Evidence of things not ſeen 2 It | 
doth. not only take a View, but 


. Taſtes the reliſh of the prom 
= 


Happineſs : So that though we. are 


not yet brought into the Celeſtial 


Canaan, we may taſte ſome of the N 


Fruits thereof in the Houſe of our 


Pilgrimage. And where thoſe pow- 


erful Impreſſions are upon the Soul, 
What a Holy unconcernedneſs of 


E Spirit 
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Spirit will there be with reference to 
all ſenſitive Objects? It will make 
us Rejoyce as if we Rejoyced not, 
and to Weep as if we Wept not: ; 
And doubtleſs our Lord intended 
ſome what of this Nature, when 
Joh. 16, 22, He tells His Diſciples, That no Man 
ſhould take away their Foy. There 
ſhould be ſtill ſome matter and oc- 
caſion for Delight and Confidence 
in God, in the midſt of all the At- 
fictions of this preſent Life, which 
ſhould as it were render the Soul 
impaſſible and Invulnerable, as He 


hach aſſur'd us, that in Him we ſhall 
have Peace. 


3 Reaſon. 3. THE ſureneſs of the Pledg- 

es, His Promiſes, His Sacraments, 
His gracious Sealings, and all the 
inward Witneſſings of His Bleſſed 
Spirit, they have a Reference tothe 
Future State, to lead the Soul on- 
ward in a more induſtrious Purſuit, 
and Importunate Deſire. 
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: BESIDES, we ſee all that falls with 


in the Compaſs of our Expectati- 
on and Hope, actually accompliſh'd 
in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, under the 
Relation of a Head, and the Firſt 
Fruits of the Heavenly Harveſt. Ts 
it Reſurrection from the Dead? 
Our Lord has broken the Bonds of 
Death. Is it Admiſſion into the 
Kingdom? He is gloriouſly Aſcen- 
ded. Is it our promis d Exaltati- 


on? He fits on the Throne in His 


aſſumed Fleſh, and we know that 
there are the moſt inviolable En- 
gagements on Him, to make His 
Members conform'd to Himſelf. 


His Covenant and Promiſe, His Af- 


fection and Love, His Myſtical One- 
neſs with us, and the Reſpect which 
He has to His Mediatorial Glory, 
which can'c be compleat but by the 
Gathering in, and Crowning of all 
His Believing Members. And there- 
fore Faith and Hope being fix'd on 


Things Inviſible, improve all theſe 


Meditations, to fortity the Soul un- 
56H E 2 der 
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Eternity, the Language of the Glo- 
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der the preſent Difſiculties of this 
Life and Pilgrimage. 


0 FOR 2 practical Improvement, 


let me recommend theſe following 


Conſiderations. 


1. TO Bleſs the God and Father 
of, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath 
Begotten us to this Lively Hope. 
The Pſalmiſt mentions Praiſe and 
Practice as the two great Parts of a 
Religious Life. Whoſo offereth Praiſe 
glorifyeth me, and to him that order- 
eth his Converſation aright, will I 


ſhew the Salvation of God. 


DID we conſider the infinite 
Grace of the Benefactor, the ineſti- 
mable worth of the Benefit, and at 
the ſame time the Extremity of our 
Poverty and Indigence, what a 
Tendency would it have, to ſtir us 
up to exalt this abounding Mercy? 


PRAISE is the Employment of 


riſied 


c 
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rified above, our Hearts and Lips 
ought to be joyned here, to bear 
a part as well as we can in this Hea- 
venly Melody, that there may be a 
Holy Conſent in all the Redeemed, 
as well the Militant beneath, as the 
Triumphant above, that both may 
harmonize in Blefling the great 
Fountain of Grace and Glory, and 
the Author of all our Happineſs 
and Hopes. : 


2. EXAMINE the validity of 
your Hopes by the Reality of your 
Sanctification. Beware of deluding 
your ſelves, by expecting the Inhe- 
ritance without the Image, and to 
be hereafter receiv d into the King- 
dom, without entring thereat now 
by the Door of Regeneration. Tho 
the Glory of the Kingdom be a- 
bove, yet the Entrance is here Be- 
low : We muſt paſs the Gate before 
we can enjoy the Life. There can 
be no Lively Hope which has not 
the Warrant of the Promiſe, and the 
Evidence of the Work of God = 
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the Soul. The Hypocrites being de- 
ſtitute of both, therefore proves as 
the giving up of the Ghoſt. I muſt 
not now inſiſt on the Signs of the 
New Birth, but can only direct you 
to try your ſelves by your Confor- 
mity to Chrilt, and to have a con- 
ſtant recourſe to Him, as the grand 

en of * Spirit of Holineſs. 


3. IMP RO VE your glorious 
Hopes for your farther Strength and 


Comfort in all the Exerciſes of the 


Chriſtian Life. Do you expect an 
Inheritance? walk as Heirs. Do 
you expect the Fulneſs of Redemp- 
tion? groan more ardently after the 
Liberty of the Sons of God. Have 
you a Treafure in the Heavens keep 

your Hearts there; converſe more 
155 — 4 — with the Objects of your 
everlaſting Enjoyment. Do you 
expect glorious Things at the Hand 
of Chriſt, as a rewarding Lord ? be 
more Diligent and Faithful in his 
Service now. We ſhould improve 
our een * a further Mortificati- 
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on nof Sin, Crucifixion of the World, 
and a greater Diligence in our pre- 
paration for our Eternal State, that 
we may derive a more vigorous Re- 


freſhment from them, under the op- 


poſition of the World, the Dit- 
ficalties of our Pilgrimage, and the 


Fears and Approaches of Death. it 


ſelf, that having this Bleſſed Anchor 
fixt within the Vail ,we may with the 
more invincible Patience and Forti- 
tude of Soul, ſuſtain all the Storms 
and Waves which here we are exe 


pos d to, till we our ſelves alſo en- 


ter, where our Forerunner is gone 
before us, even Jeſus made an High 


Prieſt ait the Order of An 
zecleck. 


OY $7095 


oy 


Or now I math . FER 1s 


one, who whilſt. he Ur d. was a 


practical Comment on the Text ; 
whom I always found full of Spi 
ritual Bleſſing and Breathing, ade 
ring Grace, and waiting for the 


Ag * And as his Life was 
| 1 EAN. 


for ſtrictn oft Goſ 
ctne folie 


Holi 
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Holineſs, ſo in reſpect of His in- 
ward Peace, his Sun did Set with- 
out the leaſt Cloud. He had the 
Sights of P;ſzah, before he enter d 
the Promis'd Land; and did Tri- 


umphantly profeſs, That He felt | 


the greateſt tranquility vf Soul, and 
that by a Plerophory bf Faith, He 


| 5 


I ſhould be unfaitlitul to Him, 
and you, my Brethren, of this Sa- 
cred Communion, ſhould not de- 


was lifted far above all Doubts and 
opt Don . THEY! 7 


liver to you his laft Meſſage, viz. 


That He died in the Faith, which 


for ſo many Years he had preach'd 


amongſt you, in which He did 


. 


moreover charge you to ſtand faſt, 


that you might not be remoy'd from 
the Hopes of the Goſpel. I need 


not tell you how Diligent and 


Faithful He was, whilſt God con- 
tinued his Ability of being ſervſce- 


able to your common Intereſts, ſince 


He was the Bleſſed Inſtrument of 
preventing your Fatal Drſperſi 


on, 
in 


— V „ LS 


fr to St together, by a forget- 
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it that very dark and cloudy Day, 5 
when thoſe who ſtood amongſt you 


-upon a more advanced Gent, 
-and were therefore the more imme- 
diate Objects of the public Rage 


and 98 were forc d to fly in peril 
of their I es, to ſeek a Refuge a- 


mong more Joſpitable Strangers. 


As therefore you continu'd the 
Teſtimoni 3 of your affectionate 


Gratitude, when God deny'd Him 


the Capacities of Publick Miniſtra- 


tion amyngſt you, * (for which I * He nas di, 
would breath out Paus wiſh for _ from 


Onefiphorus, The Lord grant that * 


Husbandmen have been thus re- 
mov'd, that you till expreſs the 
Fruit of their Plantings and Wa- 
teting, whilſt God lent them to La- 


e you. Tis a ſad Omen 


departing s el, when the 
Prop ecles are ſuf⸗ 


ful 


fome Years 


yon may find Mercy of the Lord in before his 
| That day) Let me exhort and per- Death. 


ſwade you, though the Spiritual 2 Tim. 1. 16. 
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ful People. Shew therefore, that 


though thoſe Clouds which ſo 


plentifully water'd you with Hea- 

venly Dew, are paſt away, yet the 

Influence abides by your Fruitful- 

neſs and flouriſhing Verdure, that 

you may ſtill be, as a Field that 
the Lord hath Bleſſed. 


AND as for you, my Brethren, 


in the Miniſtry, What an Encou- 


ragement to a faithful Diligence 
may be deriv'd from this Example 
now before us? 


ONE moments perception of 
that ſpiritual Pleaſure and Joy in 
God which He felt, will compen- 
fate an Age of the moſt Painful 
Labours, though accompanied with 


the greateſt Tribulations and Suf- 


ferings. To have the great Lord 
to pronounce the Exge upon us, 
even whilſt we are in the Body, 
and by the Smiles of His Counte- 
_ nance to refreſh us under the Infir- 
+ mities of debilitated Nature, * 

PTB 


A Funeral Sermon. 


the Burden of exhauſted Spirits 
ſpent in his Service, when the laſt 
Act of Life by the ſhining of God 
ſhall-be the moſt Glorious, and the 
Triumphs of Heaven Commenced 
on this fide the. Grave, none can 
expreſs, but tho 1 feel the De- 


light. 


ALAS! How few are the mo- 
ments of our uſeful Service? Shall 
they be miſpent in Unchriſtian E- 

5 — uncharitable Contentf-. 
ons, and thoſe vain aud unprofit- 


able Strivings? which the Apoſtle 
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dehorts from. Shall the Servants of Tit. 3. 9. 


the ſame Maſter ſmite each other? 
Theſe are not the Fruits of the be- 
queathing and breathing of the 
Spirit of Peace, on which our Lord 


was ſo intent, for the Cementing 


of his Myſtical Body together, by 
the Bleſſed Union ob the Bonds of 
Love. Tis the moſt fatal and un- 
lamented Ruin when à Kingdom 
deſtroys it ſelf by its own Strength. 

_ we be * in Seeking 
F 2 our 
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our ſelves,Preaching or Pleaſing our 
ſelves, when the great Concerns of 
our common Lord, and the Souls 
of Men are neglected > This is not 
the way to finiſh our Courſe with 
Joy, or to fulfil the Miniſtry, which 
we have received of the Lord, in 
teſtifying of the Grace of God. 


* ALAS! -The Neceſſities of our 
Spiritual Vineyards call for the: ut- 


moſt Improvement- of our, uſeful 


Palents. While we ſleep the Ene- 
my ſowes ares, and — Wolves 
devour the Flock. Let us all there- 


fore attend to the Apoſtles Advice, 
Adds 20. 28. Take heed therefore to your ſelues, and 


to all the Floci, over which;the: Holy 
Ghoſt hath made pon Querſeets, to 
feed the Church of God, which: He 
way Parches a with: His owe Blood. 
572207 bog Loi eig 


of Ss condude with you, the 


hwy Relations of our | deceaſed 
Friend and Brother. And though 


1 could moſt-compa {fionately bear 


4 you. in the common Grief, yet 


let 
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let me recommend to you the Con- 
ſolations of God. Will you in- 
termingle your Tears with his Tri- 
umphs? Will you caſt down your 
ſelves, at his Acceſſion to an Hea- 
venly Throne? Shall it be a mourn- 
ful Spectacle, to behold à faithful 
Saint, with a Lively Hope. and 
Triumphant Joy, breathing forth 
His Soul in the Arms of a Graciqus 
_ Redeemer? Toſce him go off the 
Stage asa Glorious Conqueror, that 
has finiſh'd his Warfare, and, kept 
the Faith? Is this matter of mour- 
ning, when Chriſt comes to reward 
His Servants, by perfecting their 
Graces, and crowning, them with 
Everlaſting Joy? What do we 
profeſs to Believe, to Hope, and 
Wait for, but the Fulneſs of the 
promis d Redemption? Whence 
then this unwillingneſs, that our 
Selves, or Friends, ſnould be un- 
cloath d, that we may be cloathd 
upon with thatHouſe which is from 
Heaven, that Mortality may be 


A 


on, and blisſul Fellow ſni 
Children of God, in the 
State, when they Thall for ever be 
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118 true, You have loſt the 
uſeful and improving Society of a 
very ſweet and tender Relation, 
but conſider, He's only arriv'd to 
his Reſt and Recompence before 
you. There's a more happy Uni- 
of the 


with the Lord. LY ah W193). 
e 
NT EAD ieforb ba act 
plaining under the Hand of God, 
d regretting the Loſs of that Com- 
fort and Aſſiſtance which you re- 
ceiv'd from the Prayers, the Care, 
Counſel, and Example of our de- 
ceaſed Brother; be you alſo Fol- 


' lowers of Him. Let your Faith 
Dependance be more vigo- 
rouſly exercis d on Him, who is tjge 


and 


Jeavenly 


Father oſ theFatherleſs, the Helper 


w 


of the Helpleſs, who is not bound 

to the Uſe of Creature-conveyances, 
for the Adminiſtration of His Com- 
fort and — Let your Dili- 
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gence in a more ſerious Preparati- 
on for an approaching Change be 
excited, by this ſo near an Inſtance 


of Humane Frailty; and your La- 
bour after a more evident Intereſt 


in the Pardon and Peace of God, 


through the great Redeemer, that 
ſo you may be ſupported with the 


ſame Joy and Triumph, in the ſame 
Glory, to which all the Children 


of God ſhall be advancd, even 
that incorruptible, undefiPd Inhe- 


ritance, that fadeth not away, re- 
ſerv'd in Heaven for you. 


THE END. | 
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